THE STORY
Zechariah’s son John was special. The circumstances of his birth were special. His
lifestyle was special. When he grew up, he lived alone out in the desert. God had a
special job for him to do. God gave him a message for the people. It was a simple
message: The Messiah is here. Be ready!
John’s message was about a Messiah who was already living among the people to
whom John spoke, a Messiah whom God would soon identify as “my beloved Son”.
John’s message was for his own time—and for all time: The Messiah is here. Be ready!
When John preached, he described a king who had great road-building crews ahead
of him to make a smooth road for his chariot. He then preached about a different kind of
King who would come to people whose hearts had been made ready to accept His love.
John preached to specific people. He said: “Your lives have thrown up rocks and
mountains that can prevent you from receiving Jesus and His love.”
“Be ready, those of you who have more than your share of earthly wealth. Think of
others. Share what you have. Knock down the mountains of selfishness.”
“Be ready, those of you who take money from others dishonestly. Think of other
people. Be honest. Be generous. Knock down your mountain of dishonesty.”
“Be ready, those of you who take money from others by force or who tell lies about
people. Fill in the valley of greed and lies. Learn to be content with what you have.”
John’s message was: The Messiah is here. Be ready! He will come to people whose
hearts are ready. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.
John preached, and people came to listen. People repented and were baptized.
People’s hearts were prepared for Jesus to come. John pointed the way, but it was
Jesus who came. Jesus is the promised Messiah who comes to people, forgives them
their sins, and changes them.

FAITH AND FAMILY TIME
Talk about the story picture and the children’s activities. Read more about John the
Baptist’s work in Mark1:1-8 or in a Bible story book.
• Talk about preparing for Christmas—preparing your home and your hearts. It’s a
good time for cleaning the house, and a good time for quietly reading the Bible and
recognising sins to be faced and repented of.
• Look at an Order of Service. Notice how we confess our sins and repent early in our
service. This helps us to prepare for Jesus’ coming to us in His Word—the Bible
readings, the sermon and the sacrament of Holy Communion.
•

PRAYERS

Lord Jesus, thank You for coming to be our Saviour. Make us and
people everywhere ready for Your coming by repenting of all our sin.
Help us to think, say and do whatever is pleasing to You. Amen.

Bible Verse

Prepare the way
for the Lord.
Mark 1:3

About the Bible Verse

John the
Baptist
pointed to
Jesus.
Follow the path to
Jesus.

John the Baptist made
people happy when he told
them: Jesus is coming soon.
Prepare the way for the
Lord.
People asked how they
could get ready for Jesus.
John told them to be sorry
for their sin, for being selfish
and unkind. He told them to
be kind and caring.
Jesus would forgive their
sins and help them to live a
life that pleases God.

Put in the correct word.
Holy Spirit
camel’s

locusts
John

Jesus
water

important
people

John wore clothes made from ____________ hair.
John the Baptist ate ______________ and wild honey.

John baptized with ___________ .
People came to hear ________ preach.
John prepared the people for __________ .

Bible Verse

John told the __________ that they must repent.
John said that Jesus was more
__________________ than him.
Jesus would baptize with

the ______ ____________ and fire.

Prepare
the way for
the Lord.
Mark 1:3

Being prepared for Jesus
When Jesus came to preach and teach,
and to heal the people of Judea, He
came to people who were unprepared
as well as those who were prepared.
John helped to prepare many people.
How did he prepare them? [Mark 1:4]
We need the same preparation when
Jesus comes to us through His Word.

How does the pastor prepare us in church?
What shows that we are prepared for Jesus’ coming?

In Advent we prepare
for Christmas.

Write the message here.

In today’s story John
tells us that the
important thing is
that we prepare
inwardly for Jesus.

________________________

________________________

Draw a line to the right ending.

Cross out the listed words to find a message.

John wore clothes

water.

John the Baptist ate

that they must repent.

John baptized with

more important than him.

People came to

locusts and wild honey.

John prepared the

made from camel’s hair.

John told the people

hear John preach.

John said that Jesus was

the Holy Spirit and fire.

Jesus would baptize with

people for Jesus.

Repentance

There is a special place in our church
service where we confess our sins and hear
God’s forgiveness pronounced by the
Pastor. When we celebrate Holy
Communion, the Pastor asks us three
questions about repentance.
• The first question asks whether we are
sorry for our sins and repent of them.
• The second question asks whether we
believe that Jesus Christ has redeemed
us from our sins and whether we want
His forgiveness.
• The third question asks whether we
want to lead a holy life that is pleasing
to God.
To prepare people for Jesus, John the
Baptist went about preaching
repentance. He told people they needed to
be sorry that they had sinned and to
believe that God would forgive their sins.
Those who were truly repentant would
also want to lead holy lives that pleased
God.

About the Bible Verse

In her song, Mary
praises God for what He
has done.
• What has God done
for the lowly?
• What has He done to
the proud and
powerful?
God worked on people
through John the
Baptist’s preaching in a
similar way.
• What did lowly people
do when they heard
John?
• What did the proud
and powerful people
do?
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A A E N T L E P V A C S E N D
M D L I W Y B T E T I U M E T

E R O F O R G I V E N E S S E
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I H M C I T E G M E R E V I R
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Write the message here.
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Bible Verse

He has shown strength with
His arm; He has scattered
the proud in the thoughts of
their hearts. He has
brought the powerful from
their thrones, and lifted up
the lowly.
(vv 51-52 of Mary’s song,
Luke 1:46-56 NRSV)

SEND
LOVE
ISAIAH
PREPARE
PATH
JOHN
REPENTANCE
SINS
RIVER
PROPHET
DESERT
WAY
BAPTISING
FORGIVENESS
JORDAN
CAMEL
LOCUST
WILD
HONEY
HOLY
SPIRIT
MAKE
JESUS
BELT

Advent means “coming”. Advent is
the season in which we prepare
ourselves for the coming of Jesus
Christ at Christmas. It is also the
time when we look forward to the
day when Jesus
will come again
at the end of
the world, as
He has
promised.

