THE STORY

Jesus told this story to show that God’s kingdom is not like the kingdoms of this world.
The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire
men to work in his vineyard. He agreed to pay them a day’s work and sent them into his
vineyard.

In the middle of the morning he saw others standing in the market place doing nothing.
He told them, “You also go and work in my vineyard, and | will pay you what is fair.” So
they went. He went out again in the middle of the day and in the afternoon and did the
same thing. An hour before work was over, he went and found still others standing
around. He asked them, “Why have you been standing here all day long doing nothing?”

“‘Because no one has hired us,” they answered.

He said to them, “You also go and work in my vineyard.”

When evening came the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, “Call the workers
and pay them their wages, beginning with the last ones hired and going on to the first.”
The workers who were hired for one hour came and each received a day’s pay. So

when those came who were hired first, they expected to receive more. But they also
received a day’s pay. When they received it, they grumbled to the landowner. “These
men who were hired last worked only one hour,” they said, “and you have made them
equal to us who have worked all day in the heat.”

But he answered them, “Friends, | am not being unfair to you. You agreed to work for
one day’s wage. Take your pay and go. | want to give each worker the same. Don't |
have a right to do what | want with my money? Or are you envious because | am
generous?

Jesus said, “So the last shall be first, and the first will be last.”

FAITH AND FAMILY TIME

« Talk about the story picture, and the children’s activities. Read more about the
workers in the vineyard in Matthew 20:1-16, or in a Bible story book.

«Look at and talk about payslips. Why is it good that God does not
‘pay’ us the same way that employers do?

« Share some things that you consider not fair. What are some things
that God gives us that are more and better than we deserve?
Remember to include thanks to God for all that He has given us.

« Allow children to have a household job for which the reward is just the smooth
running of family life. Let them know they are needed and helpful.

PRAYER

Dear Jesus, thank You for loving us and helping us even though we do not deserve it.
Help us to trust in Your love and to be happy that You love other people just as much as
You love us. Amen.
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Number the
sentencesin the
order of the story.

___Jesustold astory ¥
about workers
in a vineyard.

___The workers
agreed to work for 1 silver coin.

___The owner got workers for his vineyard in the morning.
__ He got more workers near the end of the day.

____He paid each one the same.

__ He got more workers in the middle of the day.

____Jesus said, “The last will be first and the first will be
last.”
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— Find 10
differences
between the
pictures.

Sing the story [Tune: The farmer in the dell]
1.

The farmer has some vines (rep.)
Hi ho it's fime to pick

The grapes from off the vine.
He hires some men to help (rep.)
Hi ho at six o'clock

He hires some men to help.

He hires some men to help (rep.)
Hi ho at nine o'clock
He hires some men to help.

He hires some men to help (rep.)
Hi ho at twelve o'clock
He hires some men to help.

He hires some men to help (rep.)
Hi ho at three o'clock
He hires some men to help.

He hires some more to help (rep.)
Hi ho at five o'clock
He hires some men to help.

He pays them all to help (rep.)
Hi ho at six o'clock
He pays them all the same.
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Bible Verse
The wages of sin

is DEATH,
but the gift
of God is
ETERNAL LIFE

in Christ Jesus.
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: About the Bible Verse

We can be very thankful that God does not

: pay us the wages which we deserve.

s What do we deserve?

We can be thavkful that God gives us gifts

2 becanse of His own love and generosity. Christ
: Jesus, our Lord, paid for these gifts for us.

S What are the gifts of God?



Join each sentence to the right ending.

A landowner went out early in the morning ~ more workers for his vineyard.

The men agreed to work

The owner went out again and found worked for one hour.
The last workers hired only

At the end of the day the workers for one day’s wage.
Everyone was paid

Those who were hired first

The owner was one day’s wages.
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=& 24 The last will be first and the grumbled to the landowner

to hire men to work in his vineyard.

generous to the last workers.

first will be last in God's kingdom.

were paid what they were owed.

: About the Bible Verse
. : We can be very thankful that
Th? wages of sin : God does not pay us the wages
is DEATH, : which we deserve.
but the gift : What do we deserve?
of God is : We can be thankful that God
ETERNAL LIFE :givesI us gif;rjs because of l—;\is
; ; . :own love and generosity. Christ
in Christ Jesus : Jesus, our Lord, paid for these
= gifts for us.

Bible Verse

Romans 6:23

: What are the gifts of God?

WHAT IS THE HIDDEN MESSAGE?

Cross out the letters C, G, M, and U to see what Jesus said.
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What did Stmon Peter and Andrewr do? AL once they their
and him.
What did dames and dohn do? Immediately, they the and
their and him.
FIFTEEN CHAPTERS (4D ALon 0% AbveroRes LATER......
Read Matthew 1921
What does Peter say to desus? We have to
(JOU. then wll there be 0
Read desus ansveer in Matthewr 19.29.
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Al that seems 0.X. Then desus adds
BOT..“. Matthev 19.30

mang veho are £irst will he last,
and many veho ave last weill he first.

dests Tells a storg fo explain the BUT. Read Matthewe 20.1-16.
In the story, veho vias FIRST and hecame LAST?

Who made the LAST FIRST?
Why?

BASED ON THIS STORY ......
Who vetll get this?
Who vetll give it o them?
Why?




