
FAITH AND FAMILY TIME  
• Talk about the story picture, the story and the children’s activities. Read the  

parable of the two sons in Matthew 21:28-32 or in a  Bible story book. 
• Use Jesus’ question: “Now what do you think?”, frequently in discussions with 

children. Add when appropriate: “What does the Bible teach?” 
• Discuss times when members of the family have been like the boys in the story. 

How did this behaviour make the parents feel? Discuss the way parents deal with 
children who do not obey —  either in words or actions. How do parents show that 
they forgive their children? How do children show that they 
forgive parents? 

• God helps us to be His children. He helps us change our mind 
like the boy in the story. How do we change our mind for God? 
How could the father tell that his son had changed his mind? 

PRAYER 
Dear heavenly Father, thank You for making us Your children. Help us to say yes to 
You by the things we say and the things we do. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

ABOUT THE STORY PICTURE 
Put a tick on the son who is working. Put a cross on the son who said he would work 
but changed his mind. Why do you think the artist drew the sleeping son with a smile 
and the working son without a smile? 

THE STORY 
Jesus told this parable about the kingdom of God to the chief priests and the elders of 

the people: 
There was a man who had two sons. He went to the first and said, “Son, go and work 

in the vineyard.’” 
“I will not,” he answered, but later he changed his mind and went. 
Then the father went to the other son and said the same thing. He answered, “I will, 

sir,” but he did not go. 
Jesus said, “Which of the two did what his father wanted?” 
“The first,” they answered. 
Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are   

entering the kingdom of God ahead of you. John the Baptist came to you to show you 
the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes did.” 

Jesus wants all people to be in His kingdom. He wants us all to repent and believe in 
Him as our Saviour. 



Sing and act the story 

Sing to the tune of “Here we go ‘round the mulberry bush” 

There once was a man who had two sons,  

Had two sons, had two sons, 

There once was a man who had two sons 

And asked them to work in his vineyard. 

 

The first one said: “O no, I won’t,  [shake head] 

No, I won’t, no I won’t!“   [shake head] 

The first on said: “O no, I won’t!”  [shake head] 

But then he changed his mind.  [walk off to work] 

 

The next one said: “Yes, I’ll work now, [nod head] 

I’ll work now, I’ll work now”.   [nod head] 

The next one said: “Yes, I’ll work now”,  [nod head] 

But didn’t obey his father.   [sit down] 

God is our heavenly Father. 
When we talk to God, our 
heavenly Father, we pray.  

This Bible verse is a prayer.  
The Bible teaches us what our 

heavenly Father wants us to do.  
The Bible also tells us that 

God will give us help when we 
have trouble doing what He 
wants. 

Bible Verse 

Teach me to do 
Your will.  
Psalm 143:10 

God helps us be sorry  
and to do what he wants us to do. 

The other son said 

 

   but he  

 

did not work for 

his father. 

One son said 

 

   but he 

 

was sorry and 

did work for his 

father. 

Put a circle around the son who was sorry 

and worked for his father. 



God wants us to repent and do His will.   

How can we do this in these situations? 
 

Mum says,  

   “Do the dishes.” 
 

Dad says, 

   “Rake the leaves.” 
 

The teacher says, 

    “Do your work.” 

Who said it? 

Father 1 Son 2 Son Jesus people 

____________ Son, go and work in my vineyard. 

____________ I will not. 

____________ I will, sir. 

____________ Which of the 
two sons did as his 
father wanted? 

____________ The first. 

____________ Sinners who repent are entering the 
kingdom of God. 

____________ Repent and believe. 

Some questions to answer about the story 
What did the father 

want his sons to do? 
What did the first 

son say to the father? 
Why? What did he 
then do? 

What did the second 
son say to the father? 
Why? What did he 
then do? 

How do you think 
the father felt about 
what his sons did? 

What did the first son do that was wrong? 
What did he do that was right? 

What did the second son do that was wrong? 
What did he do that was right? 

Which son did what his father wanted? 
How are we like both of the sons? 

Doing the will of God 
God is our Father. He loves us 

so much that He wants us to 
belong only to Him, to love Him as 
our God, and to do whatever He 
tells us.  

God has given us the 
Commandments to tell us how He 
wants us to live. What are some 
of the things God tells us to do? 

Have we always done what is 
right in God’s eyes? 

 
We have not always obeyed God’s 

will. We deserve punishment for our 
sins.  

But Jesus has taken our place. He 
let Himself be punished for the 
wrong that we have done.  

When we admit that we have 
disobeyed God and say we are sorry, 
God says to us: “I forgive you for 
Jesus’ sake”. 

Bible Verse 

Teach me to do Your will 

for You are my God. 
Psalm 143:10 

About the Bible verse 

Our Bible Verse is a prayer. The reason we 

pray is because God is our God. Because 

God is our God we want to do what He wants 

us to do.  We can’t do this unless God helps us 

to do it. So in this prayer we ask God to help 

us to do His will.  



Write Yes or No  

______ Jesus told this parable to His disciples. 

______ A man had two sons. 

______ He asked them to work in his classroom. 

______ The first son said that he couldn’t help. 

______ The second son said that he could help. 

______ The first son changed his mind but still did not help. 

______ The second son forgot all about helping his father. 

______ Jesus wants us to repent of our sin and do our heavenly 
Father’s will. 

What kind of sinner are you? 
The two sons in Jesus’ story represent two kinds of sinners.  
There is ISY BIDDY (I Say Yes But I Don’t Do It) and    

there is IAN BRADY (I Answer No But Repent And Do It). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jesus said that the people who listened to John the Baptist—

and to Jesus—were saved sinners like Ian Brady. These are the 
sinners who will go to heaven. 

Jesus said that some of the church people who refused to       
repent and obey were lost sinners like Isy Biddi. 

Which kind of sinner are you? 
Do lost sinners have to stay lost? 

Bible Verse 

Teach me to do Your will 

for You are my God. 
Psalm 143:10 

About the Bible verse 

Our Bible Verse is a prayer. The reason we 

pray is because God is our God. Because 

God is our God we want to do what He 

wants us to do.  We can’t do this unless 

God helps us to do it. So in this prayer we 

ask God to help us to do His will. 

Confirmation 
When you are about 14 years old, you will have the opportunity to be 

confirmed. Confirmation is a special ceremony in which people say that 
they believe in Jesus and will be faithful to Him always. 

Before you are confirmed, you will be given the opportunity to learn 
what you believe and what this means for your life. This is a time for 
thinking carefully about what you say at Confirmation and about what 

you will do after Confirmation.  
If we said all the right words and gave all the right answers, but then did 

not live and behave as God’s child, we would be like the son in Jesus’ story 
who said yes to his father, but then did not do what his father told him. 

Jesus wants us to daily repent and to live our lives as God’s child. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

IAN BRADY 
Disobeyed, but 
Repented and 

Obeyed 
 

SAVED 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ISY BIDDI 
Appeared respectful 

Gave lip service 
Failed to act 

 

LOST 


