THE STORY
Xerxes was a rich and powerful king in Persia. Xerxes chose Esther to be his queen because she was
the most beautiful young woman in his whole kingdom. But King Xerxes did not know that Esther was
Jewish. Her grandparents had been brought to Persia when their home in Jerusalem had been captured.
Esther was looked after by her relative Mordecai, who came to the palace every day to see her and to
bring her news of her people.
One day he overheard two guards plotting to kill the king. He sent a message to Esther and she was
able to warn the king. King Xerxes made a note of the service that Mordecai had done for him.
The king’s chief advisor, Haman, wanted everyone to realise his importance and to bow to him as to the
king. Mordecai refused to bow to Haman. Furiously, Haman took revenge on Mordecai and all the Jews by
getting a law passed for the extermination of the Jews. This law was sent out all over Persia. Mordecai
knew that Esther was the only chance the people had to be saved. She must go and ask the king to stop
the killing of God’s people. Esther was afraid since she could not go to see the king unless summoned or
she would die.
Esther, Mordecai and all the Jews fasted for 3 days. Then Esther dressed in her royal robes and went to
see the king. The king graciously saw her. Esther asked the king and Haman to a special banquet, but did
not tell him the reason. That night the king could not sleep. He got up and read his journal. He read: ’
Mordecai has done great service to the king.’ The king asked Haman: ‘How should I honour someone who
has done a great service to the king?’
Haman assumed that the king meant him, so he suggested: ‘Lead him through the city streets on one of
your own horses. Let all the people shout his praises.’
‘You do this for Mordecai,’ said the king to Haman.
At the banquet Esther asked the king to come again the following evening and also Haman. Haman was
very pleased to be so honoured.
When Haman next saw Mordecai his anger goaded him to order his servants to build a gallows to hang
Mordecai the very next day.
After they had eaten at the feast the next day, Esther told King Xerxes that she was a Jew. She and all
her people were to be killed by order of the king. She asked that their lives be spared.
‘Who sent out this order?’ asked the king.
‘This man—Haman’ replied the queen.
The king was angry. His servants told him about the gallows Haman had built for Mordecai.
‘Hang Haman on the gallows!’ was the king’s order.
King Xerxes then sent out an order giving the Jews permission to defend themselves when they were
attacked. So that day became a day of victory and celebration for the Jews, in which they praised God for
protecting them from their enemies.

FAITH AND FAMILY TIME
•
•

Talk about the story picture, and the children’s activities. Read more
about Esther in the Bible’s book of Esther or in a Bible story book.
God provides kings and other political leaders to govern the nation and
for good order. Talk about the responsibilities of the leaders of the country and the
community. Pray for your leaders.

PRAYER

Guide and rule Your people for ever, Lord, so that we do not forget You in good times, or doubt
Your loving care in times of trouble; through Your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Bible Verse

The Lord watches
over you.
Psalm 121:5

God watches, helps and saves

God watched over the Jews in this
story. When He saw they were in
trouble, He made Esther brave to
help save them.
God watches over us, too. When He
sees that we are in trouble, He sends
someone to help and save us, too.
The worst trouble we have is sin.
He sent Jesus to save and help us.

Action Poem

Esther was glad when the king was happy to see her.
Draw smiles on the people’s faces to show they were happy.

God watched over good Queen Esther,
God watches over me.

(hands on head as crown)
(point to self)

God helped good Queen Esther,
God helps me.

(hands on head as crown)
(point to self)

God took care of all His people,
God takes care of me.

(point to people in group)
(point to self)

God takes care of all His people,
He cares for you and me.

(point out into the world)
(point to friend and self)

God takes care of all His people,
How happy we all can be!

(point out into the world)
(smile, point to self)

Find a crown hidden
in each picture.

Something to think about and discuss
How did God rescue and save the Jews in
the story?
• Has it ever happened to you that something
seemed to be going wrong, but God made it
turn out right?
• Esther is the only book in the Bible that does not mention God. The
story of Esther shows us that God looks after His people, not because
they do anything for Him, or because they ask Him to help, but
because He loves them.
•

Bible Verse

‘I am with you to rescue
and save you,’
declares the Lord.
Jeremiah 15:20

Talking to the King

Esther went to the king to
save her people from death.

Jesus died to save His people
from sin and death.

• Who is with you?
• What will God do for you?
• How does God do this?

Esther went to the king’s chambers
to ask him for help. Each Sunday we
go to a greater King’s house to ask
Him for help.
Esther considered herself privileged
that the king let her come into his presence and talk to
him. We are even more privileged that God, our king,
actually invites us to come into His house and invites us
to talk to Him. He is our king, but we don’t have to call
Him ‘Your Most Gracious Majesty’. Jesus tells us we can
call God ‘Father’ and talk to Him as His children. Jesus
has brought us into God’s family.

Hamantaschen

How well do you know the story?
Write T for True and F for False.

The baking of Hamantaschen [Haman’s pockets] and giving them as gifts are a
popular custom of the Purim celebrations.

___ Esther was a beautiful young Jewish woman.

Ingredients:
4 eggs
1 ½ cups sugar
2 tsp baking powder

___ Mordecai was Esther’s father.
___ Mordecai warned the king that Haman
wanted to kill him.

1 cup cooking oil
2 tsp vanilla
5 ½ + cups pl. flour

Filling:
1 cup fig or apricot jam
Dash cinnamon

___ Mordecai would not bow to Haman.
___ Mordecai wanted to kill Haman.

[optional] ¼ cup finely
chopped pecans, walnuts,
almonds or sunflower seeds

Method:

___ Haman wanted all the Australians to be killed.
___ No one could go to the king unless he had summoned them or they
would die.
___ Esther risked her life to help her people.
___ She gave a banquet for Mordecai.
___ The king honoured Haman for his service to the queen.

___ The king ordered that all Jews were to fight back and save themselves
when they were attacked.

Preheat oven to1800 C.
Mix well in large mixing bowl: eggs, oil, sugar, vanilla, and baking powder.
Add 5 ½ cups flour a little at a time, mixing until well blended. [If dough is too
sticky, add a little more flour.]
Roll out dough to 5 mm thickness on a lightly floured board.
Use cutter to cut 5-7cm circles. Place on lightly greased and
floured baking tray.
Mix filling of jam, cinnamon and nuts in a small bowl.
Spoon filling into centre of each circle. Form triangular pockets.
Bake for 30 mins. Cool before eating.

___ The Jews celebrated the saving of their people with a special festival.

Bible Verse in song

___ Jesus gave His life to save all people.

This is the 3rd week of the Bible verse passage. It can be
sung to the Irish melody ‘Slane’ [‘Lord of all hopefulness’],
as follows:
1. How deep are the riches of the wisdom of God;
how deep are the riches of the knowledge of God.
No searching can fathom the judgements He makes;
no-one can discover the paths that He takes.

God saves
God, through Esther and
Mordecai, saved His people from
Haman’s threat of death.
God, through Jesus
Christ, saved me (and
all people) from
…...................................
…………………………...........

Bible Verse

...For from Him and
through Him and to
Him are all things.
Romans 11:33-36

2. Who is there who knows the great mind of the Lord,
or who’s been His counsellor giving Him help?
O who’s ever given a gift to the Lord,
for what can we give Him that He should repay?

3. How deep are the riches of the wisdom of God;
how deep are the riches of the knowledge of God.
For from Him and through Him and to Him is all.
To Him be the glory for ever. Amen.

Approaching
the king

Esther went to
the king to ask him
for help. We have
a heavenly king to
help us when we
are in trouble.
How do we
approach our
heavenly king as our
Father through
Jesus?

