THE STORY
Jesus was in the region of Caesarea-Philippi with his disciples.
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” He asked His disciples.
“Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others say Jeremiah or
one of the prophets.” they replied.
“But what about you?” He asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
Jesus replied, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not
revealed to you by man, but by My Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are
Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades will not
overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you
bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.”

FAITH AND FAMILY TIME
•

•

•
•

•

Talk about the story picture, and the children’s activities. Read more about the
story of Peter’s confession of Christ in Matthew 16:13-20 or in a
Bible story book.
Use confession and absolution in your family. Use phrases like
“I’m sorry for my sin (and name it)”, “I have sinned against God
and you by breaking ….. (eg 4th) commandment”, “Please
forgive me”, “I forgive you”, “You are forgiven”.
Talk about the place in our church service where we confess our
sins and are then reassured that God forgives us.
Talk about some of the keys that the family has. Talk about who they might be
given to, or why they have been given to that person. Compare them with Jesus
opening the door to heaven and giving the key of forgiveness to the church. Read
what Luther has to say in his Small Catechism under “The Office of the Keys”
What Peter knew about Jesus is what we say every time we say
the creed. Say the Apostles’ Creed together. What are some of
the things that we say about Jesus when we say the creed?

PRAYER
Dear Jesus, You are the Christ, the Son of the living God. We thank You that You
have opened the door of heaven for us by forgiving us our sins. Help us to open
heaven’s door for others by telling them about You. Amen.

Draw a line to match the key with the lock.

Jesus unlocks the door
to heaven for us.

is the key

to

Bible Verse

I will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 16:19

What will each
of these keys
open? Draw a
line to each
key with the
correct picture.

God’s forgiveness—the key
to heaven—is more
important than any other key.

Why is it so important?
Who has the key?

Something to think about and discuss
Bible Verse

[Jesus is] the
Christ, the
Son of the
Living God.
Matthew 16:16

About the Bible Verse
The door of heaven is
open to everyone who
believes what Peter said
about Jesus.

Who do Christians today
say Jesus is?
If you believe and
confess that Jesus is the
Christ, the Son of the
Living God, the door of
heaven is open for you.

Heaven

What are some of the names we use for Jesus?
What do these names tell about Jesus?
Why does it matter what we believe about
Jesus?
How is forgiveness the key to heaven?
How does the church use the keys to
heaven?
What can we do with the key to
heaven?

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son
In church when we say the Creed, we are doing
what Peter did. We are saying who God is and who
Jesus is and what God has done for us.
The name Jesus means Saviour. Jesus came to save
us, to open the door to heaven for us.
Jesus is the Christ, the anointed One,
who God sent to save us.
Jesus is God’s only Son. No
ordinary person could save us,
It had to be someone special,
someone perfect,
God’s only Son,
Jesus is our Lord. We belong to
Him and follow Him,

D●I●Y BIBLE STUDY

Read Matthew 16:13-20
The man who asked “Who do you say I am?” is known by man names. Look
up each of these passages. Write the name and, if you can, the meaning of
the name. [check any notes in your Bible.]

Names

Meaning

Matthew 1:21

Write 3 answers to each question.
Who are you? ………………………………………
……………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………...

Matthew 1:23

Who is Jesus? ………………………………………

Mark 14:61-62a

……………………………………………………...
……………………………………………………...
Read Matthew 16:16-17. Write
Simon Peter’s answer on the
rock. This was revealed by

Luke 2:11

_______________________________
Luke 6:5

John 1:49

Bible Verse in song

John 4:25,26

The Bible verse continues from last week. It can be
sung to the Irish melody ‘Slane’ [‘Lord of all
hopefulness’], as follows:

John 20:28

1. How deep are the riches of the wisdom of God;
how deep are the riches of the knowledge of God.
No searching can fathom the judgements He makes;
no-one can discover the paths that He takes.

Bible Verse

… Who has known the mind of the Lord? ...
Romans 11:33-36

2. Who is there who knows the great mind of the Lord,
or who’s been His counsellor giving Him help?
O who’s ever given a gift to the Lord,
for what can we give Him that He should repay?

Confession and Absolution
Jesus invites us to talk to him
and each other about our sins.
This is a prayer that uses the
keys of heaven as you confess
your sin and are assured of
God’s forgiveness.
[Confession]
Dear Jesus, you made me a
member of your family in
Baptism, but I don’t always act
the way I should as a child of
God.
There are unkind things that I
did……..and things that I should
have done but didn’t do…..
There are unkind things that I
said…. and things that I should
have said but didn’t….. There
are things that I thought …...and
things that I should
have thought but
didn’t…. Jesus, I
am sorry I act and
talk and think that
way. Please
forgive me.
Amen.

[Absolution]
Dear children of God, I can tell
you with complete confidence
that Jesus has forgiven you.
His forgiveness is the key that
opens heaven’s door for you.
You will live with Jesus forever
in heaven.
Dear Jesus, thank you. Amen.

