
About the picture. 
What is the woman saying to Jesus? 
What is Jesus saying to the woman? 
Why is the woman kneeling? 

 
Why do you think the woman is shown with 
her hands folded? 

Why do you think Jesus was drawn 
walking away but looking back at her? 

FAITH AND FAMILY TIME  
• Talk about the story picture, and the children’s activities. 

Read more about the Canaanite woman in Matthew 15:21-28, 
(and Mark 7:24-30) or in a Bible story book.  

• If you have a missionary calendar, use it to help you pray for 
missionaries and for people from other lands. 

• Talk about faith. Explain how we can be sure of Jesus Christ and of His love and 
forgiveness, even when we cannot see Him with our eyes. 

• Talk about how our congregation looks after sick people (hospital visiting, pastoral 
visits for Holy Communion, prayers in church, food/meals, etc.).  

 

PRAYER 
Dear God, You sent Your Son to show Your love for all people. Help us to look beyond 
our selves and to find ways of telling the good news of Your salvation, and showing 
Your love to other people, especially those who come from other countries and speak 
other languages. Amen. 

THE STORY 
Jesus went to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A Canaanite woman from that 

vicinity come to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My 
daughter is suffering terribly from demon possession.” 

Jesus did not answer a word. So His disciples came to Him and urged Him, 
“Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 

He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
The woman came and knelt before Him, “Lord, help me!” she said. 
He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 
“Yes, Lord,” she said, “but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 

master’s table.” 
Then Jesus answered, “Woman, you have  great faith! Your request is     

granted.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour. 



Bible Verse 

God wants all people 
to be saved. 

1 Timothy 2:4 

Jesus loves all kinds of people.  
He wants all  the people in the world to be saved. 

 

Draw a line from each person to the cross.   

Draw yourself and lots of other people that Jesus wants saved. 



Our Father in heaven 
Every time we pray ‘Our Father,,,’ we 
remember that God loves all people; God 
wants all people to be saved. 
People from every country know that 
God is their Father, and they can pray 

to Him and ask for help, just as the 
Canaanite woman asked for help. 

Who said it? 
  

 

Lord, Son of 
David, have 

mercy on me! 
My daughter 
is suffering 
from demon 
possession. 

It is not right 
to take the 
children’s 

bread and toss 
it to the dogs. 

You have 
great faith. 

Your request 
is granted. 

Even the dogs 
eat the crumbs 
that fall from 
their master’s 

table. 

I was sent 
to the lost 
sheep of 
Israel.  

Send her 
away. She 

keeps crying 
out after us. 

Lord, 
help 
me! 

Bible Verse 

Lord,… have mercy on me! 
Matthew 15:22 

About the Bible Verse 
The woman whose daughter was sick came 

to Jesus and asked: “Jesus, … have mercy on 

me!” 

 To have mercy on someone means to be 

kind to them because you feel sorry for them.  

We need God to be kind to us. We can pray 

the same prayer the woman said: “Lord, have 

mercy on me!”  

What times can we pray this prayer in our 

everyday life? 



Can you answer these questions 
from the story? 

Where did this story take place? 
Where did the woman come from? 
What was wrong with 
the woman’s daughter? 

What did Jesus say 
about children and 
dogs? 

What was the woman’s 
answer? 

When was the daughter 
healed? 

Nationalities unscrambled 
African, American, Arabian, Australian, 
Chinese, English, French, German, Greek, 
Indonesian, Indian, Irish, Italian, Japanese, 
Malaysian, New Guinean, New Zealander,   
Russian, Spanish, Swiss. 
God loves the world missing words are:  
earth, ends, Gentiles, light, salvation 

Bible Verse in song 
Over the next 3 weeks the Bible verse will continue as a 
passage. It can be sung to the Irish melody ‘Slane’ [‘Lord 
of all hopefulness’], as follows: 

1. How deep are the riches of the wisdom of God;     
how deep are the riches of the knowledge of God.          
No searching can fathom the judgements He makes; 
no-one can discover the paths that He takes. 

Bible Verse 

Oh, the depth of the riches of  

the wisdom and knowledge of God!... 
Romans 11:33-36 

About the Bible Verse 
After the healing of her 

daughter, the Canaanite woman 
must have been amazed at the 
depth of the wisdom and 
knowledge of God. Jesus had 
said that He was went to the 
‘lost sheep of Israel’, that is, 
Jews. Yet, when this non-Jewish 
mother cried out to Him, He 
healed her daughter and praised 
the mother’s ‘great faith’. How 
good is the mind of God! 

God loves the world 
 

The Jews called everyone who wasn’t  
 

a Jew, a _ _ _ _ _ _ _.  
 

They forgot that even though  
they were God’s special people,  

God loved all people and wanted  
them all to know about His love,  

to believe in Him, and to be saved. 
 

Isaiah 49:6 says: “I will also make you  
a  _ _ _ _ _    for the   _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  ,  

that you may bring My  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    

to the  _ _ _ _  of the  _ _ _ _ _ .” 

FAITH ALONE! 
Jesus praised the Canaanite 

woman’s faith, saying: “You 

have great faith! Your request 

is granted.” It was with faith 

that she came to Jesus for 

help, with faith that she 

begged for the help she knew 

He could give, and with faith 

that she accepted Jesus’ gift. 

The faith that the Canaanite 

woman had was not something she made for 

herself. God gave her the faith to come, to ask and 

to accept. 

Some people say faith is like a hand which takes 

the grace and forgiveness God offers and holds on 

to them. 

  Other things that the Bible says 

about faith can be found in Luke 

7:50, Romans 5:1, Galatians 3:26, 

Ephesians 2:8. 


