THE STORY

King David had a son called Solomon. When Solomon became king, he was still a
young man. His father had been a good king, and Solomon wanted to be a good king
too.
Solomon remembered how God had loved and helped his father. Solomon loved God
too and tried to obey the commandments. He wanted God’s help so that he would be a
good ruler. To show his love for God, Solomon went to a place called Gibeon, and
offered sacrifices to God. There one night the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream,
and said, “Ask for whatever you want Me to give to you.”
Solomon said, “Lord, You have made me king over a great people, and I am like a
little child. I do not know how to rule so many people. Give me a wise heart, so that I
may always know right from wrong.”
The Lord was pleased with this prayer, and said to him, “Because you have asked for
this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, I will give you a wise heart. You will be
wiser than any other king. I will also give you riches and honour. If you will obey My
commandments, I will also give you a long life.” Then Solomon awoke and realised it
was a dream.
He went to Jerusalem and offered sacrifices and gave a feast for his court. God gave
Solomon a heart that knew right from wrong. He became a great king who was famous
for his wisdom. Solomon became one of the richest, most famous and most powerful
kings of all time.

FAITH AND FAMILY TIME
•

•

•

•
•

Talk about the story picture, and the children’s activities. Read more about
Solomon’s request in 1 Kings 3:4-15, or in a Bible story book. Read some of the
wise sayings of Solomon in the book of Proverbs.
Look at a variety of Bible translations and see what word or phrase they use for
“wisdom” in 1 Kings 3:9. How do different words help you understand the kind of
wisdom that God gives?
Talk about the wisest person family members know personally. In what ways is this
person wise? What makes this person wise? How do we make use of wisdom the
person shares with us?
Discuss what your family wants, individually and as a family. What
are the more important things?
Talk about praying for things that really matter, and pray for them
as a family.

PRAYER

Dear Father in heaven, thank You that You give us the things we need most —
especially that through Your holy Word we can know Jesus and be saved. Help us
always to be guided by Your Word so that we are wise in every part of our life. In Jesus’
name we pray. Amen.

Colour the pictures of
people who teach us
about God and help
make us wise.

Bible Verse

The Lord makes
people wise.
Proverbs 2:6

To be wise we must
first know the Lord.
Proverbs 9:10

What do we get to do
to know the Lord?

Knowing the
Good News
about Jesus
makes us
wise.

Being wise

Your kingdom come

√ what makes a person wise.
___ know big words
___ know all the answers to a test
___ clever at making things
___ know what is right and wrong
___ making people laugh
___ can hit the ball with a bat
___ know Jesus as your Saviour
___ love God

When King Solomon
prayed to God to be
wise, he was asking
God to help him
understand things
and to do what God
wanted him to do.
When King Solomon did what God
wanted, then he was letting God rule
him and his people.
God was their real king.
In the Lord’s prayer, we pray “Your
kingdom come”. We are asking God
to be our king and to rule us and our
lives.

Understanding things the
way that God understands
them is true wisdom.

Bible Verse

If any of you is
lacking wisdom,
ask God.
James 1:5 (nrsv)

Use this rhyme to skip a rope or bounce a ball.
Solomon, Solomon, where have you been?
I have been talking to God in a dream!
Solomon, Solomon, what did He say?
I’ll give you whatever you ask for
today!
Solomon, Solomon, you asked for
what thing?
I asked Him for wisdom to be a good
king!

About the Bible Verse
Solomon knew that to be a
good king he needed to be
wise. Solomon knew how to
become wise. He asked God.
And God gave him the gift
of understanding things the
way that God understands
them. We call that “wisdom”.
If any of us want to be
wise, we should ask God too
and He
will give
it to us.

The Open Bible in Church

The Bible is left open during our
church services. Often it is
placed right at the centre of the
altar or in some other prominent
place because it is so important
for our worship. In church we hear readings from
the Bible, and when pastors preach, they explain
things to us from the Bible.
God makes us wise when we
listen to His Word. We learn
about Him and His love and
forgiveness. We learn how to live
and to serve Him.

Don’t
delay!
Respond
today!

Being wise
√ what makes a person wise.
___ know your spelling words
and tables
___ understand what is good and bad
___ know all the answers to a test
___ clever at making things
___ know what is right and wrong
___ making good decisions
___ making people laugh
___ being good at sport
___ know Jesus as your Saviour
___ fear and love God
Understanding things the way that God
understands them is true wisdom.

Seek first God’s kingdom
and his righteousness,
and all these things
will be given to you as well.
Matthew 6:33

See Bible Verse.
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God gave Solomon wisdom. He gives us wisdom
when we read and listen to His WORD.
We learn about Him and His love and
forgiveness. We learn how to live
and to serve Him.
The people who wrote the Bible
were inspired by the Holy Spirit
to put in this book all that we need in order to be
“wise for salvation” (2 Timothy 3:15).

What do you think it means to be “wise for
salvation”?
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Something to think about and discuss

Bible Verse

How do we become wise
with a discerning heart
like Solomon?

Code: Each
word is written
backwards.

Wisdom from God’s Word

Why was being wise was important to Solomon?
What makes a person wise?
Why should we ask God to make us wise?
A person is really wise when they know and
trust God and what God says.

Prayer
Think of a prayer you pray regularly. (Lord’s
Prayer, bedtime prayer, grace before meals )
What do you ask God for?
How does God provide what you ask for?
How does God provide even more than what
you ask for?

Teaching for true wisdom

A lot of teaching goes on in Christian churches,
both for people of all ages. There are Sunday
schools and confirmation classes for children to
learn what the Bible says, the good news about
Jesus, and how God wants us to live. Churches
teach children because they want them to believe
in Jesus and to follow Him, and to understand
things the way that God understands them. That’s
how God makes us wise.
Churches also run groups with
Bible Studies for Youth and for
Men and Women Fellowships.
They encourage Home Study
Small Groups for families.
There they learn to understand
what God says to them in the Bible.
Churches also run special classes for people who
want to learn about Jesus, to believe in Him, and
belong to Him, called “Pastor’s class”.
That’s how God makes us wise.

