THE STORY
God loved a man called Stephen. Stephen trusted God, and God’s love and power
shone through Stephen. Stephen was a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit. Stephen
did great wonders and miraculous signs.
Men argued with Stephen, but they could not stand up against his wisdom or the Holy
Spirit. Stephen was brought before the Sanhedrin. People falsely accused Stephen of
blasphemy. When people looked at him, Stephen’s face looked like that of an angel.
Stephen talked about how God was with Abraham and Moses and people in the Old
Testament. He said that the people then did not listen to God and obey his laws.
Stephen told the people to turn to God. Then Stephen told the Sanhedrin that they
knew the law but did not obey it. “You are stubborn and won’t listen to God,” he said.
Stephen looked up to heaven and saw Jesus.
The people were furious. They dragged Stephen outside the city. They stoned
Stephen.
Stephen prayed: “Lord Jesus, receive my Spirit.”
Stephen cared about his enemies. “Don’t punish them for their sin,” he prayed to God.
Stephen knew he was going to be with Jesus. He died.

FAITH AND FAMILY TIME
• Read more about Stephen in Acts 6:1-8:1, or in a Bible story book.
• Continue to pray for people who are suffering for their faith.
• Stephen spoke up boldly for Jesus. Talk about standing up for

Jesus Christ and his teachings at school, on the job, and in the community.
• Say the Apostles’ Creed. Talk about the work of the Holy Spirit who works and
grows our faith and brings us to everlasting life with Jesus.

PRAYER

Dear Jesus, help us to listen to what you say to us in the Bible. Be with us always and
help us to follow you faithfully, especially in times of trouble and danger, no matter what
happens to us. Amen.

Thinking about the Story Picture
Stephen is the man in the picture.

Who is he looking at? How do you think he is feeling?
See the angry faces around him. There are hands with stones and rocks in
them. Stephen prayed for these people.

Look up Acts 7:58 to see the name of the man looking after the clothes.
Stephen has a kind of halo around his head.

What do you think the artist is trying to show?

God helped

This picture tells a story...
This is the cover picture for the story of
Stephen.
Stephen is the man in the picture.

to believe
in Jesus

Stephen is a man of the Holy Spirit
and faith. He believes in Jesus and
trusts Him.
Put a cross on his head to mark him as
a believer in Jesus.

and be brave.

Count the angry faces around him.
Colour them red.

God helps me
to be brave,
too.

Use yellow to colour the halo around
Stephen’s head.
See that it partly blocks out the angry
men and the rocks that were thrown
at him. The Holy Spirit and faith that
trusts in God help us to see bad things
differently. It blocks out fear.

Stephen prayed for these people.
Bible Verse

I will fear
no evil,
for you
are with
me.
Psalm 23:4

God later used the man that is looking
after the clothes to tell the Gospel to
many people. He also wrote God’s
Word for us in the Bible. Colour him
green.
Who is Stephen looking at? Why is he
not afraid?

This story is in the Bible, God’s Word to
us. What is God telling us about
believing in Jesus as our Saviour?

Here is the story. Match the words
to the pictures with a line.

1

2

3

1.

God loved a man called
Stephen.

2.

Stephen trusted God, and
God’s love and power shone
through Stephen.

3.

Some people hated Stephen.

4.

They told lies about him.

5.

Stephen told the people to
turn to God.

6.

“You are stubborn. You don’t
listen to God”, he told them.

7.

The people were furious.

8.

They dragged Stephen
outside the city.

9.

They stoned Stephen.

4

5

10. Stephen cared about his
enemies. “Don’t punish them
for their sin”, he prayed to
God.

6

11. Stephen prayed: “Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit”.
7

12. Stephen knew he was going
to be with Jesus. He died.

Bible Verse

About the Bible Verse

Blessed are those
who are
persecuted
because of
righteousness,
because theirs is
the kingdom of
heaven.
Matthew 5:10

8

9

Jesus said something special
about the people who follow him
as Stephen did. He said they are
blessed, even though they have
problems and get hurt.
People persecute other people
when they pick on them or hurt
them on purpose. Stephen was
persecuted in our story. He
wasn’t doing anything wrong. He
was persecuted for doing what
Jesus wanted him to do.
It even led to Stephen dying for
believing and following Jesus.
And the reason why people like
Stephen are blessed is that they
will live with Jesus forever in
heaven.

I believe in the Holy Spirit...and the life
everlasting.
10

11

12

Stephen believed that Jesus
died for his sins, had risen
again, and ascended into
heaven, He knew that one day
he would have life everlasting
with Jesus in heaven. Therefore
Stephen was not afraid of the people who hurt
him. He wasn’t afraid to die. He spoke up for
Jesus and told his enemies about him.
Jesus has died for our sins too, and has
promised us life in heaven. Therefore we need
not be afraid of anything or anyone, not even of
dying. Any troubles we have here are small
compared to the joy of having everlasting life

Put numbers 1 to 12 to show the order of the story. [See the back page for the story.]
_____Stephen was a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit.
_____ Stephen was brought before the Sanhedrin.
_____ When people looked at him, Stephen’s face looked like that of an angel.
_____ Then Stephen told the Sanhedrin that they knew the law but did not obey it.
_____The Sanhedrin were furious.
_____Men argued with Stephen, but they could not stand up against his wisdom or
the Holy Spirit.
_____ Stephen did great wonders and miraculous signs.
_____ Stephen looked up to heaven and saw Jesus.
_____ Stephen talked about how God was with Abraham and Moses and people in the
Old Testament. He said that the people then did not listen to God and obey his laws.
_____ When the people heard this they were so angry that they dragged Stephen out
of the city, and stoned him.
_____ People falsely accused Stephen of blasphemy.
_____ Stephen prayed that Jesus would receive his spirit and he prayed that God
would forgive his enemies.
Bible Verse

Blessed are those who are persecuted
because of righteousness,
because theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Matthew 5:10

Jesus said something special about the people who follow him as
Stephen did. He said they are blessed, even though they have problems
and get hurt.
People persecute other people when they pick on
them or hurt them on purpose. Stephen was
persecuted in our story. He wasn’t doing anything
wrong. He was persecuted for doing what Jesus
wanted him to do.
It even led to Stephen dying for believing and
following Jesus.
And the reason why people like Stephen are
blessed is that they will live with Jesus forever in
heaven.

People I pray for

Look at the story picture.
On the back page there are some questions
to help you think about the picture.
Draw yourself surrounded by the people
you pray for.

Some things to think about and discuss.
What kind of man was Stephen?
If he knew that he was going to
upset the leaders, why did he
speak as he did?
Why didn’t he keep quiet?
What made the people so angry?
Do you think Stephen did the
right thing?
Would you do the same?
How does Jesus help us when
others make it hard for us to speak about him?
What good things does Jesus promise to give those who are his followers?
How does he help us to love those who hurt us or tease us?

