
THE STORY 
Paul was an early Christian who was led by the Holy Spirit to take missionary journeys 

through Turkey and Greece. While Paul was in Athens waiting for Silas and Timothy to join 
him, he was distressed to see that the city was full of idols.  

Paul spoke to the Jews and the Greeks who knew God and told them the good news 
about Jesus and the resurrection. He also spoke in the marketplace each day with those 
who were there. Then some people came to him and asked him about this new teaching 
that he was presenting. So Paul stood up and said: “Men of Athens! I see that you are very 
religious, for as I walked around I noticed that you even have an altar that has a sign: TO 
AN UNKNOWN GOD. Now what you worship as something unknown, I am going to explain 
to you. 

The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth. He 
does not live in temples built by human hands. He gives all men life and breath and 
everything else. From one man he made every nation on earth. God did this so that men 
would seek him out though he is not far from each one of us. ‘For in him we live and move 
and have our being.’  We are his offspring. Therefore since we are his offspring, we should 
not think that the divine being is like gold of silver or stone—an image made by man’s   
design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he commands all 
people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with justice 
by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to all men by raising him from the 
dead.”  

When the people heard this, some sneered at him. But others wanted to hear more, and 
a few became followers and believed. 

FAITH AND FAMILY TIME  
• Talk about the story picture, and the children’s activities. Read more about Paul’s visit 

to Athens in Acts 17:16-34, or in a Bible story book. 
• God made us. In him we live and move and have our being.  Read Luther’s 

explanation to the first part of the Creed to find how God cares for us each day. 
• Paul spoke to the people of Athens about God. Discuss what you would say if      

someone asked you about God. 
• We have different names for God. What do these names tell us 

about him? 
 

PRAYER 
Dear God, you made the world and everything in it. We praise you 
for your power in creating and caring for the world and us. 
Dear Lord Jesus, you rescued us from sin. We thank you for your power in overcoming sin, 
death and the devil’s power. 
Dear Holy Spirit, you have brought us to faith in Jesus. We praise and thank you for your 
power in making us part of God’s family. Amen. 



Bible Verse 

God is near to us. 
Deuteronomy 4;7 

God wants all people to learn about Him 

and be saved. 

Put faces on the people. 

Add your own face. 

Read what Paul 

said to the people 

in Athens.  

God made 

everything in 

the world. 

God 

wants all 

people to 

be saved. 

God is 

not far 

from us. 

Jesus rose 

from the 

dead. 



√ the True statements that Paul made to the men of Athens. 

 

____ God made the world and everything in it. 

____ God is the Lord of heaven and earth. 

____ God lives in a temple made with human   

 hands. 

____ God gives all men life. 

____ In God we live and move and have our   

 being. 

____ God wants all people everywhere to   

 repent. 

____ God will judge the world. 

____ God raised Jesus from the dead. 

____ Those who believe in Jesus will go to heaven. 

Bible Verse 

God is not far from  
each one of us. 

Acts 17:27 

Write the 
first letter of 

the name of 
each object to 

reveal a 
message. 

I believe that God 

has made me and all 

that is in heaven and 

on earth. 
God created us. He is our 

Father who loves and cares 

for us. He is not far from 

us; He is near us, right 

beside us all the time. God, who knows everything 

about us and understands us perfectly, is looking 

after us. We trust that God, who knows everything 

that happens, will do what is good for us and will 

help us. 

I BELIEVE in GOD  
the  

FATHER ALMIGHTY 
Maker of heaven  

and earth. 

About the Bible Verse 
God is invisible. We cannot see him with our 
eyes. We cannot hear him with our ears. We 
cannot touch him with our hands. That is a 
problem for some people. They think that 
God must be far, far away if 
they  cannot see or hear or 
touch him. Our Bible verse 
tells us the opposite; that 
God is close to each one of 
us.  



About the story 
This story is about Paul in the city of ____________. 
These are some of the gods that the people in this city worshipped.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Athens is a city in Greece. It is a very old city. In Paul’s time Athens was 
famous as a place where great artists, lived and worked, where great and 
beautiful buildings were built and where the smartest people met to teach, 
to learn, and just to talk about their great ideas. Paul was a missionary with 
the greatest idea of all time. It wasn’t an idea that a clever man made up in 

his head. It was God’s great plan for the world that he loved. 
Paul’s visit to Athens was part of missionary journey that took him through 
Turkey and Greece. In each place he spoke to the people about God in ways 
that they could understand. When Paul spoke to the Jews, he began by 
talking about things that they knew from the Old Testament. When he 
spoke to people who did not know the Old Testament, he began by talking 
about things that they knew: God’s work of creation. In Athens, where 
they had an altar to “an unknown god”, Paul began by talking about their 
unknown god. 
Find Athens on a map of Paul’s second missionary journey in your Bible.  

Something to think about and discuss 
The ancient Greeks believed that there were 
lots of gods. They made statues of what they 
thought the gods looked like. They 
worshipped, prayed to and brought gifts to 
the gods they thought lived in 
the temples and statues.  

How is the cross (or crucifix) 
different to these statues? 

God does not live in temples 
built with human hands.  

What did Paul mean? Where 
does God live? 

Bible Verse 

The message of the cross  
is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are 

being saved  
it is the power of God. 

1 Corinthians 1:18 

About the Bible Verse 
The cross is the most 

important Christian 
symbol. A symbol 
represents something or some message. 
What is the message of the cross for you? 
When you hear the message of the cross, 

you can say it is foolishness; you don’t 
believe that. Or if you have the gift of 
faith, you say: I believe. That is the 
greatest power in all the world. It is 
God’s power that has saved me. 

Colour the Y circles yellow,  
the B circles Black and  
the G circles green  
to see a message. 


