THE STORY
Jesus came down from heaven to be our Saviour. He was born as a baby in
Bethlehem. He grew up and healed many people and taught them about God. He
suffered and died on the cross. He rose again from the dead.
Jesus returned to his disciples several times after he rose, and explained to
them many things from the Scriptures. They really did not understand what had
happened.
Jesus had completed all that his Father in heaven had wanted him to do. Forty
days after his resurrection he took them to the Mount of Olives. Jesus talked with
his disciples and encouraged them to be his witnesses, to tell people how he had
rescued them from death, and how they could follow him.
He said, “Tell people everywhere about me, and about my Father in heaven.
Baptize them and teach them to do whatever I have told you. You need never be
afraid. I will be with you always.”
He told them again that they must wait in Jerusalem for the Holy Spirit to come
and guide them in their work.
After he finished talking to them, he blessed them. Then he ascended to
heaven. The disciples watched until he was covered with a cloud.
Now Jesus is in heaven with his Father. He prays for us and has a place ready
for us to live with him.

FAITH AND FAMILY TIME
• Talk about the story picture, and the children’s activities. Read more about the

story of Jesus taken up to heaven in Luke 24:44-52, and Acts 1:3-14 or in a Bible
story book.
• To be witnesses for Jesus we need to see him. Talk about how we see Jesus and
what he has done for us.
• Plan ways of being a witness to Jesus to other people by loving and helping them,
and talking to them, and praying for them,
• Pray for the Holy Spirit to encourage and strengthen you in
your witness to Jesus.

PRAYER
Dear Jesus, you rose from the dead and ascended to heaven.
Thank you for the people who have told us what you have done for us. Thank you for
promising to be with us always. By your Holy Spirit teach us and lead us to tell others
about you. Amen.

Draw a line from Jesus
to each of the other
pictures to show that
Jesus is with us all the
time.
Reading devotions.

Visiting.

At parties.

Going to church.

At Sunday school.

On holidays and at the beach.

Sick or hurt.

Jesus us with us always.
Driving on the road.

In the playground.

Bible Verse

Jesus said:
I am with you
always.
Matthew 28:20

Asleep in bed.
Helping.

Angry or sad.

Being outside.

Being inside.

The Apostles’ Creed

In the Creed, when we say what
I BELIEVE in JESUS CHRIST
we believe about Jesus, we don’t
God’s only Son, our Lord
stop with His death and
• Was conceived by the Holy Spirit
resurrection. We go on with what
• Born of the Virgin Mary
the Bible tells us Jesus is doing
• Suffered under Pontius Pilate
right now and will do in the future.
After Jesus rose from the dead, • Was crucified, dead, and buried
• He descended into hell
He spent 40 more days with His
disciples, and then went to heaven. • The third day he rose again from
the dead
Our Saviour here on earth is our
King in heaven. He rules along with • He ascended into heaven
God the Father.
• Sits at the right hand of God the
When the Last Day of the
Father Almighty
world comes, He will be our
judge. Jesus will say to those who believe in Him as their Saviour:
“Not guilty!” God has forgotten [forgiven] their sins. Jesus will say
to those who don’t believe in him: “Guilty!” God has not forgotten
[forgiven] their sins.

WITNESSES
A good witness must do two things.
A good witness must see something.
A good witness must speak about what they see.
Jesus told His disciples: “You will be my witnesses.”
Jesus disciples had seen what He had done. Now they were
going to speak about what they had seen.
Jesus’ message to the disciples is for us, too, for everyone who
believes in Jesus and knows what He has done for us.

Bible Verse

You will be my witnesses.
Acts 1:8

Something to think about and discuss

Jesus’ special friends

What does it mean to depend on Jesus and
be guided by Him?
How do we show that we depend on Jesus?
How does Jesus guide us, that is, how does
He tell us what to do or believe?

Jesus is in heaven with His Father where He rules the world,
looks after us, and prays to the Father for us.

What do you think He may be praying about for
God’s people in our country? For you?
Does Jesus want us all to go to heaven?
Are you looking forward to heaven?

Fit the puzzle pieces into the
triangle to discover a
promise Jesus made to His
disciples in John 14:26.

Something to
think about and
discuss

Jesus told His
disciples they would
be His witnesses.
What does it mean to
be a witness?
How is being Jesus’
witness different to
being an ordinary
witness?

Easter, Ascension Day
and Pentecost
About the Bible Verse
Bible Verse

You will receive power
when the Holy Spirit
comes on you;
and you will be
My witnesses in
Jerusalem,
in all Judea and
Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.
Acts 1:8

There are three promises in this verse that Jesus
made to His disciples just before He went to heaven.
1. When Jesus leaves, the disciples will not be
alone. The Holy Spirit will come on them,
2. The Holy Spirit will give them power.
3. The Holy Spirit’s power makes them Jesus’
witnesses, telling people what Jesus has done for
them.
The Holy Spirit comes to us in our
baptism. The Spirit gives us power to be
witnesses where we live, by what we do
and what we say. We have the power of
the Holy Spirit to tell people what Jesus
has done to save them.

Jesus ascended into heaven 40
days after he rose from the dead
on Easter. Counting on a calendar,
40 days after Easter is a Thursday.
On that day Christians specially
remember Jesus’ ascension. Some
churches have special services on Ascension Day.
Churches which do not have special services on
Ascension Day may celebrate Christ’s ascension on the
following Sunday, the seventh and last Sunday of Easter.
In the Jewish calendar the time
between Passover and Pentecost was a
week of weeks (7 x 7 = 49).
Our Easter season in the church is
that same length.

